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“It would be an odd result indeed were we to 
declare that our courtrooms must be open, 

but that transcripts of  the proceedings 
occurring there may be closed.” 

 
United States v. Antar, 38 F.3d 1348 
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“Public Access to Court Electronic Records” 
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“Every juror has 
their own flatscreen 
monitors.” 
 
– Judge William E. Smith,  
US District of  Rhode Island 

PACER Fees (in millions) 
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“The Committee intends to 
encourage the Judicial Conference 
to move from a fee structure in 
which e lectronic docket ing 
systems are supported primarily by 
user fees to a fee structure in 
which this information is freely 
available to the greatest extent 
possible.” 
 

US Congress,  
E-Government Act of  2002 

42% 
increase in fees 

by 2012 
 



C I TP . P R I N C E T O N . E D U  



C I TP . P R I N C E T O N . E D U  

FBI Case ID #: 288A-WF-238343 
To set lead to locate Aaron Swartz. 
 

“Between September 4, 2008 
and September 22, 2008... 
Administrative Office of  the 
U.S. Courts reported that the 
PACER system was being 
inundated with requests. One 
request was being made every 
three seconds... The two 
accounts were responsible for 
downloading more than 
eighteen million pages with 
an approximate value of  
$1.5 million.” 

DOJ Computer Crime and Intellectual 
Property Section Investigation 
 

“I would venture to guess that 
the PACER compromise was 
conceived and carried out by 
Swartz and [REDACTED] in 
furtherance of  the open access 
to documents projects that both 
are involved in. I wouldn't be 
shocked if  they freely admitted 
they did it and asserted 
some sort of  defense based on 
their belief  that government 
documents should be 
available free of  charge.” 
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Patrick Henry (May 29, 1736 – June 6, 1799) 
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Aaron Swartz (November 8, 1986 – January 11, 2013) 
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(a moment of  silence for Aaron) 


